
The Association of Public Health Laboratories (APHL) sponsors 

educational programs on critical issues in laboratory science. 

 

For a complete list of APHL webinars, trainings 

and events visit: www.APHL.org/LabTraining 

Collaborative Insights: Detecting Lead and 

Chromium in Cinnamon Fruit Pureés  

Monday, March 4, 2024 | 12:00 — 1:00 pm ET 

DESCRIPTION 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and state and local 

partners are investigating a link between blood lead levels 

(BLLs) ≥3.5 µg/dL in children consuming certain 

cinnamon-containing apple purée and applesauce 

products manufactured in Ecuador. APHL and CSTE are 

hosting a webinar that will describe the joint investigation 

and the importance of collaboration in identifying the 

contaminated product. Speakers will describe how actions 

by public health partners in North Carolina helped identify 

an implicated product, ways in which other state partners 

contributed to the investigation and regulatory actions 

taken to date.  

AUDIENCE 

This webinar is intended for SLTT public health partners 

(e.g., laboratorians, epidemiologists, environmental health 

specialists, regulators, etc.) interested in learning more 

about the fruit purée investigation.  

OBJECTIVES 

After completing this webinar the participant will be able 

to: 

• Describe how investigators determined the source of 

lead contamination 

• Recognize the importance of collaboration between 

public health partners during this investigation 

• Explain actions taken to date to remove 

contaminated product from the food supply 

SPEAKERS 

Presenters  
• Arthur Chang, MD MS, chief medical officer, CDC 

National Center for Environmental Health 

• Stic Harris, DVM MPH, director, FDA Coordinated 

Outbreak Response & Evaluation (CORE) Network  

• Scott Shone, PhD, HCLD(ABB), director, North 

Carolina State Laboratory of Public Health  

• Elizabeth Wasilevich, PhD MPH, senior 

epidemiologist, Michigan Department of Health and 

Human Services  

By registering for this event, you are consenting to have your information shared with APHL 

event collaborators, such as the US Food and Drug Administration. We will not, in any circum-

stances, share your information with other individuals or organizations without your permis-

sion, including corporations or individuals, except when applicable by law. We do not sell, 

communicate or divulge your information to any mailing lists. 

 

This webinar is supported by Cooperative Agreement number U2FFD008200 (CFDA No. 

93.103), funded by the US Food and Drug Administration. Its contents are solely the respon-

sibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official views of the US Food and 

Drug Administration or the Department of Health and Human Services, or APHL and member 

laboratories. This project was 100% funded with federal funds from a federal program of 

$500,000. 

ENROLL FOR FREE 

Enrollment via the link above is required to access the 

live webinar. If you need assistance with enrollment, 

send us an email. To participate in this live webinar, 

log in to the APHL Learning Center (ALC) and follow 

these instructions. If  
accessing the APHL Learning Center (ALC) for the first 

time, create a free APHL account. 

Level of Instruction:  

• BASIC: Entry level; no prior knowledge of the sub-

ject is necessary. 

Moderator 
Robyn Randolph, MS, manager, APHL 

ACCESSIBILITY 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

individuals seeking special accommodations must email a 

request to Robyn Randolph (robyn.randolph@aphl.org) prior 

to the live webinar. Closed captions will be available with 

the webinar recording. 
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