Challenges and Opportunities	 Group 5
Promoting Public Health Laboratory Science

Marty Boehme (facilitator), Becky Bandea (recorder), Roberta Bartholdi, Susan Murphy, Patty Atwood, Christine LaBarre, Jessica Gould, Ginger Hutto, Erin Bowles, Sue Mikorski

Examples of Successful Promotions
Lab activities for students in middle- and high-school: 
NC- on site at state PH lab
· 75 students, grades 6-10 
· Held from 1 to 5 PM on a Saturday, lab staff on their own time
· Contacted target schools (close proximity in greater Raleigh) by email, flyer with information
· Activities included DNA extraction (Bio-Rad); gram stain; pipetting; tour of the laboratory; cornstarch and water simulated “bioterrorism” (??)
· Prior review of materials by 10th grade teacher for appropriate instructional level
· Immediate feedback was positive, they have evaluations but have not summarized yet
· This event was also described by (Cathie Johnson ??) on previous day
· APHL grant funded
· Contact BioRad – they may donate DNA extraction kits
NJ –on site at state PH lab
· 120 8th grade students (2 groups of 60)
· Held on workday 10 AM to 2 PM, included healthy meal
· Videos in auditorium while other group went to lab– used PBS materials on public health (6-hour series of 15-minute short videos narrated by Brad Pitt)
· Tour, six stations of demos and presentations to smaller groups of 10
· Dept of Ag did necropsy of a goat(!)
· Required parental release/permission; informed consent letter drafted by legal stating it’s a working facility, hazardous materials on site (though would be safely contained) 
· Students instructed on proper dress, footwear 
· Feedback good;  one criticism: lab staff “talked over students’ heads” – hard to remember the appropriate level for this audience
· Funding mechanism?
SC- at college career days 
· Under age 18 years not allowed in lab facility 
· Roberta was invited to two events
· First event for sophomores “undeclared” majors, not specifically science interest 
· Video lab tour on Power Point, not well-received by this group 
· Organizers were vague on time allotted, presentation was cut short (lesson learned: ask exactly how much time will be allowed).
· Second event for freshmen, she was able to use current foodborne outbreak as storyline, and  headlines from recent press, students could relate better
· Event included EPA (safe, clean water message) as well
· Sponsored by science departments to showcase science career options

Shared Tips
· High schoolers use and love Prezi – NO Power Point
· Design for 15-minute attention span, no longer
· Could contact school if (after?) school outbreak occurs – work with epi to get talking points, use as opportunity to raise awareness
· Be prepared to take your own materials – high school microscopes may not be right type or quality to show your gram stain slides
· Microscopes with digital display screens are available for approximately $ 125.00
· Could use Adobe Connect to show (live?) video from state lab to students
· Unpaid college interns can help with these school activities. They need not be medical laboratory scientist majors. Look for health policy students, broader categorical majors with academic requirement for internship, or looking to improve resume. More information from 
· Ninah Sasy in Michigan uses Adobe Connect to “meet” weekly with interns – works better with their schedules
· MI tried “virtual science fair” – 3 age groups – prizes included logo’d lab coats, medals (similar to Olympic medals), and materials for their classroom
· Funded by small educational grants
· Connections can be made through scouting groups, churches, Boys and Girls Clubs, high school career days, parent groups, community groups, school principals and teachers (check state dept. of education), science teacher organizations, civic and community service groups 
Outcome desired by group:

SIG might develop universal presentation materials for these age groups that could be used in any state
Checklists and lessons learned would be helpful
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