
FAIRFAX COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT LABORATORY 
CAREER LADDER FOR UPWARD MOBILITY  

 

         

Progression to PHLS II on Competitive Basis 

3% Pay Increase  
This within grade pay 
increase is based on 
current salary 

2% Pay Increase  
This within grade 
pay increase is based 
on current salary 

5% Pay Increase  
This within grade 
pay increase is based 
on current salary 
 

Public Health Laboratory 
Scientist I 

 

Public Health Laboratory 
Scientist II 

Public Health Laboratory Scientist I 
LEVEL 1    

Series Beginning 
Salary Range: MIN - MID 

  

  

Public Health Laboratory Scientist I 
LEVEL 2 

Salary Range: MIN – MAX 
• 1 Year at PHLS I Level 1 Status 
• STI Clinic Testing 
• Demonstrated competence in 3 Laboratory 

Testing Areas; Clinical or Environmental**      
• Written Test & Supervisor Approval 
  

 
 
 

Public Health Laboratory Scientist II 
LEVEL 1  

Series Beginning   
Salary Range: MIN – MAX 

• Complete requirements of PHLS I Level 3 within 1 
year of hire 

• Certification MLS/CLS/Specialty Area within 1 year 
of hire. 

• Supervisory Leadership track 
• Demonstrated leadership skills and abilities through 

significant contribution to lab; 
• Panel Interview 

 
 

  

  

 

 

Public Health Laboratory Scientist II 
LEVEL 2 

Salary Range: MIN – MAX 
• 3 Years  at PHLS II Level 1 
• Team Leader -Limited Supervision over PHLS II Level 1, 

PHLS I all Levels, paraprofessionals, and students 
•  Identified and Implemented Quality Improvement 

initiative 
• Significant contribution to improving laboratory 

processes 
• Written and Verbal Test & Director Approval 

 
 

 
 

  

  

 

 

Public Health Laboratory Scientist I 
LEVEL 3 

Salary Range: MIN – MAX 
• 1 Years at PHLS I Level 2 Status 
• Demonstrated competence in 3 CLIA Lab 

Areas** 
• IDCs completed in Environmental Inorganic and 

Bacteriology 
• Rabies, Metals, or Molecular 
• Written and Verbal Test & Director Approval 

 
 
 

Competitive Progression  

Non-Competitive Promotion  

*Public Health Scientist II position(s) will be filled on a 
competitive basis. 

**MLS/CLS Certification satisfies CLIA Lab competency 
requirement;    
Specialty Certification satisfies CLIA lab competency in 1 area  
 
***Non-merit staff increase based on same percent increase scale 

10% Pay increase* 
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