Good morning,

It was nice speaking with you. 

As follow-up to our phone call, we’d love to have your participation in the CDC’s Antimicrobial Resistance Network (ARLN). As a recap, this program involves collection, confirmation and characterization of these isolates which is instrumental for the City of Houston to better understand and track trends in these highly resistant organisms. Please see details below:

1. The list of isolates being collected, confirmed, and characterized includes:
· Carbapenem-Resistant Enterobacteriaceae (CRE): Escherichia coli, Klebsiella oxytoca, Klebsiella pneumonia, Enterobacter, Providenicia, Proteus, Morganella, Citrobacter, and Serratia spp. resistant to imipenem, meropenem, doripenem, or ertapenem by standard Antibiotic Susceptibility Testing (AST) methods.
· Carbapenem-Resistant Pseudomonas aeruginosa (CRPA): All P. aeruginosa isolates that are resistant to imipenem, meropenem, or doripenem by standard AST methods AND Nonsusceptible (intermediate or resistant MIC ≥ 16ug/ml) to cefepime or ceftazidime.
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· Carbapenem Resistant Acinetobacter baumannii (CRAB): Resistant to imipenem, meropenem, or doripenem by standard AST methods. 
· Candida Auris: All Candida auris isolates (confirmed or suspected), any Candida spp. Isolate (excluding Candida albicans), and any yeast isolate that your laboratory cannot identify should be sent to the Houston Health Department. 
NOTE: Candida Auris is a Notifiable Condition in Texas.  Per the Administrative Code, C. auris isolates are required to be submitted to the Houston Health Department to aid in surveillance of this deadly organism.
· Other Texas Notifiable Conditions: HHD laboratory, in compliance with the Texas Notifiable Conditions and Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidance, is also requesting submission of the following: 
· Campylobacter jejuni
· Haemophilus influenzae
· Legionella spp.
· Listeria monocytogenes (sterile sites only)
· Salmonella spp.
· Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli
· Shigella spp.
· Vancomycin-intermediate Staphylococcus aureus (VISA)
· Vancomycin-Resistant Staphylococcus aureus (VRSA)
· Vibrio spp.
· Neisseria meningitidis (sterile sites only)
· Streptococcus pneumonia (under 5 years and sterile sites only)

1. We highly encourage you to utilize our new remote test order portal—Cyberlab Web-Gateway. This new portal offers efficiency, error reduction, and allows you access to results in real-time. Please have your team to complete the attached authorization form.  Completed forms may be emailed to me. 


Best Regards,






